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Unit I:  What Were the Founders’ Basic Ideas About Government? 

The purpose of this unit is to introduce students to the study of the United States Constitution 
and to the philosophical ideas that provided its foundation.  Students will begin with looking at 
people who lived in the British colonies of North America.  They will learn how their 
experiences shaped their ideas about rights and government.  This unit will also give students 
insights into understanding who the Founding Fathers were and what ideas and experiences 
shaped their thinking about government.  Within this unit of study, students will consider some 
of the basic elements of natural rights philosophy as it were developed by the English political 
philosopher John Locke.  Students will be asked to consider some of the important questions 
about government asked by Locke and others.  For example, why do we need government?  
What should government do?  What makes government legitimate?  Students will also explore 
the political philosophy known as republicanism.  They will learn about the influence of this 
classical idea on the thinking of the Founding Fathers and why they were convinced that this was 
the best kind of government for Americans.  Finally, students will be introduced to the idea of 
constitutionalism.  During this unit, students will distinguish between constitutional governments 
and those that are autocratic or dictatorial.  Students will also explore two common means of 
organizing government to avoid the abuse of power:  separation of powers and a system of 
checks and balances.  

Time Frame:  October 13th – November 21st   

Essential Questions 

Ø   How would you describe the British Colonies in America, socially, politically, and 
economically during the 1770’s? 

Ø   Why do societies need government? 
Ø   How does “common good” and civic virtue shape Republican government? 
Ø   How is Constitutional government different than other forms? 
Ø   How is the organization of government critical in the prevention of the abuse of power? 

Learning Objectives 

ü   Describe characteristics of life in the American colonies during the 1770’s; 
ü   Explain the following concepts from the natural rights philosophy:  natural rights, state of 

nature, social contract and the consent of the governed; 
ü   Explain the characteristics of republican government; 
ü   Discuss the role of civic virtue and the concept of common good; 
ü   Distinguish between constitutional governments and autocratic or dictatorial 

governments; 



ü   Explain separation of powers and checks and balances and how they help prevent abuse 
of power. 

 

Night Write Prompts (4) 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive 
citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

Civics, Government, and Human Rights  

6.1.8.A.1.a  Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures 
among African, European, and Native American groups. 

6.1.8.A.2.a  Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various 
North American colonies. 

6.1.8.A.2.b Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the 
impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions. 

6.1.8.A.2.c Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected social, 
economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Unit II:  What Shaped the Founders’ Thinking About Government? 

The purpose of this unit of study is to help students understand the key concepts and events that 
influenced the Founding Fathers’ thinking about government and how that thinking led to the 
development of the Declaration of Independence and the Articles of Confederation.  Students 
will understand who the Founders and Framers were and what experiences shaped their thinking 
about government.  Students will first examine the influence of the Founding Fathers’ British 
heritage and their own experiences with self-government and why they sought independence.  
Next, students will look at the political ideas of the framers’ of these documents and how the 
ideas are woven through the Declaration of Independence, in particular.  Students will examine 
state constitutions and governments created by the newly independent states.  They will also 
learn more about the way of life in the U.S. in the 1780’s.  This will assist students in better 
understanding why the Founders and Framers believed that a new constitution was needed in 
1787.  Finally, students will be introduced to Shays’ Rebellion and how that specific event, along 
with the problems with the Articles of Confederation led to the decision to write a new 
constitution. 

Time Frame:  November 27th – December 21st   

Essential Questions 

Ø   How did constitutional government develop in Great Britain? 
Ø   What experiences led to the American Revolution? 
Ø   How does the Declaration of Independence reflect the basic ideas about government held 

by the Framers? 
Ø   How can governing be threatened during times of unrest? 
Ø   How did the states govern themselves after the American Revolution? 
Ø   How did the Articles of Confederation guide the practices and beliefs of the first national 

government?  

Learning Objectives 

ü   Describe constitutional development in England through the Magna Carta and the 
English Bill of Rights and the influence this development had on the colonial 
governments; 

ü   Identify sections of the Declaration of Independence and state constitutions that embody 
natural rights philosophy, republicanism, and constitutionalism; 

ü   Explain what significance the American Revolution had for the world; 
ü   Describe some of the characteristics of state constitutions and the problems that arose 

under them; 



ü   Describe the Articles of Confederation, including the major accomplishments and 
weaknesses of the Articles; 

ü   Explain the events that led to the writing of the Constitution and the Framers’ reasons for 
writing it. 

 

Night Write Prompts (4) 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive 
citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

Civics, Government, and Human Rights  

6.1.8.A.1.a  Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures 
among African, European, and Native American groups. 

6.1.8.A.2.a  Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various 
North American colonies. 

6.1.8.A.2.b Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the 
impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions. 

6.1.8.A.2.c Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected social, 
economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

6.1.8.A.3.a Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the extent to 
which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans during this time 
period. 

6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., 
consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, 
checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for 
growth and change over time. 

6.1.8.A.3.c Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

6.1.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States 
Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of national government. 

6.1.8.A.3.e  Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of 
government (i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts) during the Early Republic. 

 



 

 

Unit III:  What Happened at the Philadelphia Convention? 

The purpose of this unit is to present those individuals who attended the Philadelphia Convention 
and how the convention was organized.  Students will student some of the major conflicts that 
the delegates had over the issues of representation in Congress, protective tariffs, slavery and 
how much power to give the national government.  Students will also discuss how the Framers 
solved these disagreements through the art of compromise. 

Time Frame:  January 3rd – February 9nd  

Essential Questions 

Ø   How was the Philadelphia Convention organized?  
Ø   How did the Framers’ resolve the conflict about representation in Congress? 
Ø   How did the Framers resolve the conflict between the northern and southern states? 
Ø   How did the Framers resolve the conflict about the powers of the legislative branch of 

government? 
Ø   How much power should be given to the executive and judicial branches of government? 

Learning Objectives 

ü   Explain why Congress called for the Philadelphia Convention and what decisions were 
agreed to as the meeting began; 

ü   Explain the reasons for the conflict over representation in Congress and how this conflict 
was resolved; 

ü   Explain the conflicts about protective tariffs and slavery and how they were resolved; 
ü   Describe the powers the Constitution gave to Congress; 
ü   Describe the powers of the executive and judicial branches of government; 
ü   Describe the process for electing the president of the United States. 

Night Write Prompts (6) 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive 
citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

Civics, Government, and Human Rights  

6.1.8.A.2.b Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the 
impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions. 



6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., 
consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, 
checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for 
growth and change over time. 

6.1.8.A.3.c Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

6.1.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States 
Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of national government. 

6.1.8.A.3.e  Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of 
government (i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts) during the Early Republic. 

6.1.8.A.3.f Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing 
perspectives regarding the role and power of federal government. 

6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

6.1.8.A.4.c Assess the extent to which voting rights were expanded during the Jacksonian period. 

6.1.12.A.1.a Explain how British North American colonies adapted the British governance 
structure to fit their ideas of individual rights, economic growth, and participatory government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit IV:  How Was the Constitution Used to Establish Our Government? 

The purpose of this unit is to describe how the Constitution set forth the basic organization of our 
system of government and some of the developments resulting from the new Constitution.  
Students will first learn what a federal system is and how to the Constitution established a federal 
system based on popular sovereignty.  Students will study the arguments put forth by the Anti-
Federalists (opponents of ratification) and the Federalists (proponents of ratification) and the 
process used by the Framers to ensure ratification.  As students discuss the disagreements 
between the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists, they will begin to understand that these 
disagreements were a result of differing views of natural rights philosophy, republicanism, and 
constitutionalism.   Students will better understand how the new government was organized 
under the Constitution as well as how and why the Bill of Rights was added.  Students will 
examine the rise of political parties, a development that the Framers had not really anticipated, 
and how they have emerged as an integral part of government today.  Lastly, students will be 
presented with information about judicial review and why it is so important in American society.  

Time Frame:  February 9th – March 28th  

Essential Questions 

Ø   How did the Constitution create a federal system of government? 
Ø   How was the Constitution approved by the people? 
Ø   How was the new government organized by Congress? 
Ø   How did political parties develop? 
Ø   How does the U.S. Supreme Court use the power of judicial review? 
Ø   How does the U.S. Supreme Court determine the meaning of the words in the 

Constitution?  

Learning Objectives 

ü   Explain the basic elements of our federal system, its basis in popular sovereignty, and 
some of the problems arising from our federal system; 

ü   Explain why the ratification process was important; 
ü   Describe the arguments for and against ratification made by the Federalists and Anti-

Federalists; 
ü   Describe how the executive and judicial branches were organized; 
ü   Explain how and why the Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution; 
ü   Describe why the development of political parties was important; 
ü   Define judicial review, explain how it developed, and describe some of the disputes that 

arose around it. 

Night Write Prompts (7) 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 



environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive 
citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

Civics, Government, and Human Rights  

6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., 
consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, 
checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for 
growth and change over time. 

6.1.8.A.3.c Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

6.1.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States 
Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of national government. 

6.1.8.A.3.e  Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of 
government (i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts) during the Early Republic. 

6.1.8.A.3.f Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing 
perspectives regarding the role and power of federal government. 

6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

6.1.8.A.4.c Assess the extent to which voting rights were expanded during the Jacksonian period. 

6.1.12.A.1.a Explain how British North American colonies adapted the British governance 
structure to fit their ideas of individual rights, economic growth, and participatory government. 

6.1.12.A.1.b Analyze how gender, property ownership, religion, and legal status affected 
political rights.  

 

Unit V:  How Does the Constitution Protect Our Basic Rights? 

The purpose of this unit of study is to present the five basic rights protected by the Constitution:  
Freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, equal protection under the law, and 
due process.  The lessons focus not only on the importance of these rights but also on how they 
have been expanded during the past two hundred years.  Students will examine the rights of 
freedom of expression and freedom of religion, as well as the reasons why the Founders thought 
that these protections were especially important.  Students will use what they have learned as 
they make decisions about how these two rights have been applied in U.S. Supreme Court cases.  
This unit also presents the history of the right to vote, placing emphasis on the expansion of 
suffrage to groups that had previously been denied this right.  Students will learn that the 
expansion of voting rights has been accomplished by amendments to the Constitution, judicial 
decisions, and legislative enactments at both the state and federal levels, all brought about, in 
part, by citizen protests, actions, and demands for change.  Midway through this unit of study, 



students will be exposed to the equal protection and due process clauses.   Students will examine 
two pivotal U.S. Supreme Court cases (Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v. Board of Education) 
and learn more about how they affected the lives of African Americans.  Students will also 
student the fifth and fourteenth amendments and the ways in which they protect individual 
liberty against unfair practices by government, as well as how the equal protection clause of the 
fourteenth amendment has been used to prohibit government discrimination.  During this unit of 
student, students will learn the roles played by citizens such as Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and the thousands of others who participated in the struggle for equal protection.  This units 
ends with a description of the due process clauses of the fifth and fourteenth amendments and 
how they differ.  Students will be asked to evaluate, take, and defend a positon on how the U.S. 
Supreme Court might have dealt with the Gerald Gault case.  Finally students will be asked to 
consider the difficulties faced by the government in balancing the rights of the individual and the 
right of the community as the due process clauses are enforced.  

Time Frame:  April 9th – May 11th  

Essential Questions 

Ø   How does the Constitution protect Freedom of Expression? 
Ø   How does the Constitution protect Freedom of Religion? 
Ø   How has the right to vote expanded since the Constitution was adopted? 
Ø   How does the Constitution safeguard the right to equal protection of the law? 
Ø   How does the Constitution protect the right to due process of law? 

Learning Objectives 

ü   Describe freedom of expression and its importance; 
ü   Explain why the Founders thought that freedom of religion was important and in what 

situations that practice of religion may be limited; 
ü   Describe how the right to vote has been expanded and why this is important; 
ü   Explain the concept of equal protection of the law and how it has been used to eliminate 

government discrimination against citizens; 
ü   Explain due process of law, to whom it applies, and why it is considered so important in a 

constitutional government. 

Night Write Prompts (5) 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive 
citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

Civics, Government, and Human Rights  



6.1.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States 
Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of national government. 

6.1.8.A.3.e  Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of 
government (i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts) during the Early Republic. 

6.1.8.A.3.f Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing 
perspectives regarding the role and power of federal government. 

6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

6.1.8.A.4.c Assess the extent to which voting rights were expanded during the Jacksonian period. 

6.1.12.A.1.a Explain how British North American colonies adapted the British governance 
structure to fit their ideas of individual rights, economic growth, and participatory government. 

6.1.12.A.1.b Analyze how gender, property ownership, religion, and legal status affected 
political rights.  

 

Unit VI:  What Are the Responsibilities of Citizens? 

The purpose of this unit is to emphasize the interdependence and interaction in the global 
community and the relationship between the rights and responsibilities of citizen in the world 
today.  Students will be introduced to the various international and nongovernmental 
organizations that work to promote peaceful interactions among nations.  They will examine the 
influences that the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and the Bill of Rights had 
on other nations and review the ways in which ideas about government in other countries have 
influenced the United States.  Students will explore the meaning of citizenship and the rights that 
come with citizenship.  Finally, students will consider the citizen’s responsibility to work for the 
common good and the citizen’s role in political activism.  

Time Frame:  May 14th – June 8th  

Essential Questions 

Ø   What is the relationship of the United States to other nations in the world? 
Ø   How are the rights of citizens associated with the responsibilities of citizens? 
Ø   How can citizens participate in civic affairs? 

Learning Objectives 

ü   Explain ways in which nations interact with one another; 
ü   Identify responsibilities associated with certain basic rights of citizens; 
ü   Explain the importance of citizen participation; 
ü   Support views on the extent to which a citizen should participate. 

 



Night Write Prompts (4) 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 
informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive 
citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

Civics, Government, and Human Rights  

6.1.8.A.3.f Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing 
perspectives regarding the role and power of federal government. 

6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

6.1.8.A.4.c Assess the extent to which voting rights were expanded during the Jacksonian period. 

6.1.12.A.1.a Explain how British North American colonies adapted the British governance 
structure to fit their ideas of individual rights, economic growth, and participatory government. 

6.1.12.A.1.b Analyze how gender, property ownership, religion, and legal status affected 
political rights.  

 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Social Studies 

Social Studies Education in the 21st Century 

The digital age has transformed social studies education, allowing 21st-century learners to 
transcend the limits of time and place and experience historic events virtually. By expanding 
their learning networks through online collaboration with experts and other students from around 
the world, New Jersey social studies students develop an increased depth of understanding of our 
global society. At the same time, their understanding of the fundamental principles and values of 
American democracy and citizenship provides the conceptual framework that allows them to 
make informed decisions about local, national, and international issues and challenges. 

Mission: Social studies education provides learners with the knowledge, skills, and perspectives 
needed to become active, informed citizens and contributing members of local, state, national, 
and global communities in the digital age. 

Vision: An education in social studies fosters a population that: 

•   Is civic minded, globally aware, and socially responsible? 
•   Exemplifies fundamental values of American citizenship through active participation in 

local and global communities. 



•   Makes informed decisions about local, state, national, and global events based on inquiry 
and analysis. 

•   Considers multiple perspectives, values diversity, and promotes cultural understanding. 
•   Recognizes the implications of an interconnected global economy. 

•   Appreciates the global dynamics between people, places, and resources. 
•   Utilizes emerging technologies to communicate and collaborate on career and personal 

matters with citizens of other world regions. 

 

Intent and Spirit of the Social Studies Standards 

All students receive social studies instruction from Preschool through grade 12. The challenges 
of the 21st century are complex, have global implications, and are connected to people, places, 
and events of the past. The study of social studies focuses on deep understanding of concepts that 
enable students to think critically and systematically about local, regional, national, and global 
issues. 

Authentic learning experiences that enable students to apply content knowledge, develop 
citizenship skills, and collaborate with students from around the world prepare New Jersey 
students for the 21st-century workplace. The natural integration of technology in social studies 
education allows students to overcome geographic borders, apply scientific and mathematical 
analysis to historical questions and contemporary issues, appreciate cultural diversity, and 
experience events through the examination of primary sources. 

Revised Standards 

The 2014 Social Studies Standards provide the foundation for creating local curricula and 
developing meaningful assessments. Minor revisions were made to the 2009 Social Studies 
Standards for one of the following four reasons - to provide clarity, increase accuracy, adjust 
pedagogical expectations or to address grammatical issues. The revisions that were made are 
intended to clarify the document and do not reflect major changes to the standards. In addition, 
several new skills were added to the Skills Table to reflect the expectations of the New Jersey 
Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, 
Science and Technical Subjects. 

The Role of Essential Questions 

Key essential questions recur throughout the study of history. They provoke inquiry and lead to 
deeper understanding of the big ideas that enable students to better comprehend how the past 
connects to the present. The essential questions created for this project, which follow, were used 
to frame content goals and to inform the development of the cumulative progress indicators. 

Civics, Government, and Human Rights 



•   How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the 
needs of individuals and the common good?  

•   How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the 
growth of personal freedom, individual responsibility, equality, and respect for 
human dignity?  

History, Culture, and Perspectives 

•   How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and 
effect, and continuity and change, and how do they influence our beliefs and 
decisions about current public policy issues?  

•   How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide 
a context for understanding and challenging public actions and decisions in a 
diverse and interdependent world?  

 

Social Studies Skills Table 

Essential Question  

What are effective strategies for accessing various sources of information and historical 
evidence, determining their validity, and using them to solve a problem or find a solution to a 
public policy question? 

Chronological Thinking 

Construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras including comparative events in 
world history for the different civilizations. 

Explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

Critical Thinking 

Compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events. 

Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice in documents, media, and 
computer-generated information. 

Analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past and understanding historical 
perspectives (i.e., documents, letters, diaries, maps, images, etc.). 

Presentational Skills 

Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or 
position in a written and/or oral format. 



Present information in a logical manner using evidence and reasoning while demonstrating 
presentation skills (e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, clear pronunciation). 

 


